American President Movie Questions – 33 points

Evaluating the office of the presidency, including: roles, privacy and campaigns.

1. Describe Andrew Shepard’s character. Describe Sidney Ellen Wade’s character. (4)

2. The following roles are shown in the movie.  Describe the roles as shown in the movie: ( see pp. 354-355 in text if you need a refresher) (6)

a. Commander in Chief – 

b. Chief Executive – 

c. Chief of State – 

d. Chief Legislator – 

3. Should a single president be allowed to go on a date?  Explain? (2)

4. Describe the flower ordering problem in detail. (4)

5. A character observes that when dealing with the president, whatever the issue is, its never personal only public/political.  Do you agree or disagree and why? (3)

6. Why does Lucy Shepard tell Sidney that her dad is on the phone with his dentist? (1)

7. After the Libyans bomb CSTAD, President Shepard decides to retaliate and upon reflection with his staff,  the president notes that they have “just seen me do the least presidential thing I do.”  Do you agree or disagree with his observation? Explain. (3)

8. Are public figures’ families (whether politicians, star athletes etc) fair game as political targets?  Explain. (3)

9. What deal does the president make to get his crime bill passed? (1)

10.   At one point, Louis notes that the president is “his president and that in this country not only permissible to question our leaders, it’s expected.”  Agree or disagree and why? (3)

11. Would you vote for Andrew Shepard? Why or why not? (3)

