International Relations

Daily Challenges
Daily Challenge – 4.13.10

1. T or F Problems with GATT include issues with quotas and health/enviornment issues.

2.T or F Trade barriers can include tax and non tax components.

3. T or F The Liberal International Economic Order (LIEO) was created in the post WW II era.

4. T or F Bretton Woods came out of the LIEO.

5. T or F Mercantilists believe that households are the key economic players.

6. T or F Mercantilists say politics determine economics.

7. T or F Liberalists say states are the main economic actors.

8. T or F Its mathematically possible to have an equal balance of trade at all times.

9. T or F Starbucks is an example of a company that practices fair trade policies.

10. What’s the news out of Poland? (happened over the weekend)

Daily Challenge – 4/1/10

Charlie Wilson’s War Movie Questions - all worth one unless indicated….17 points

1. Describe Charlie Wilson’s character.

2. Joanne states that the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan the “greatest national security threat since the Cuban Missile Crisis.” Why does she say this? (2)

3. During the party, what does Joanne what Charlie to do?

4. Do you think the US getting involved in Afghanistan in this manner helped hasten the end of the Cold War? Why? (2)

5. Using counterfactual reasoning - explain what would have happened if the US hadn’t armed the mujahideen (explain in terms of 9/11 attacks and end of the cold war).(4)

6. Why is it tough to get munitions from Pakistan to Afghanistan?

7. Would the strategy of “bleeding” the Soviet Union dry as wanted by the station chief in Pakistan work?  Why or why not? (2)

8. Why can’t an Afghan freedom fighter be caught with American made weaponry? ( aka, explain its implications for the Cold War) (2)

9. How can Congressman Wilson unilaterally get funding and more funding for this covert operation?

10. How did the US “…(mess) up the end game” in terms of rebuilding Afghanistan after the Soviets leave?

Daily Challenge - 3.30.10

Describe Charlie Wilson in 5 sentences or thereabouts.

Daily Challenge - 3.11.10  All from exam…..

Matching. Terms will be used once.

a. Hegemon


e. MAD



b. Terrorism


f. military intervention

c. Democratic peace

g. military industrial complex

d. Preemptive


h. power






i. coercive

1. According to the __________ well established democracies rarely initiate war against other democracies.

2. Overt or covert use of force to interfere in another country’s business.

3. US is an example - aka a world power.

4. Threat or use of violence to instill fear, alarm and helplessness.

5. Ability of one state to make another state do something.

6. Coalition of arms manufactures, military bureaucracies and government officials in the US.

7. Strategy of employing threats or limited force to  persuade an opponent to stop or undo an action.

8. Quick strike war that defeats an adversary before it can retaliate.

9. System of deterrence in which both sides suffer devastating losses.

Daily Challenge - 3.22.10  All from exam…..(mostly)

1. The best thing about my spring break was……

2. The worst thing about my spring break was…..

3. As I finish out my senior year, I want to……

4. T or F Clear non carbonated legal beverages are allowed in the room.

5. T or F Food of all shapes and sizes are allowed in the room.

6. T or F Ear piercings and cell phones that are on are okay to have while in school.

7. T or F Repression and conciliation are two opposing views of how terrorism should be fought.

8. T or F Relative deprivation, secessionist revolts and failed states are three possible reasons for civil wars.

*************

Matching - terms will be used once

a. Nuclear winter

b. Extended deterrence
c. Arms race



b. 9. One criticism of balance of power is that it can cause defense planners to engage in worst case scenarios, leading to __________________.

10. Nuclear freeze that would result in the event of nuclear weapon use is called_________________.

11. During the cold war the US and the Soviet Union protected their allies through______________

**************

12. At the end of WW II, the system was characterized as unipolar with the US as top dog.  This ended in 1949 for what reason?

BOLD IS EX CREDIT

Daily Challenge - 3.23.10  All from exam…..

1.  T or F  Two reasons for state level causes of war include poverty and geography.

2.  T or F Feminists argue that through cultural conditioning, people have come to believe in war as a fact of life.

3. T or F Realists say that there are three ways states should promote peace in the international system - arms, alliances and arms control/disarmament.

4. T or F A concert is rule by a central coalition of great powers based on common duty to preserve peace.

5. What did the Nuclear Non Proliferation treaty prohibit?
Week Of January 25 – 29

Daily Challenge - 1/26/10

1. Explain both perspectives of the Crusades - from the Christian and Muslim perspective.(3)

2. How is the above an example of how actors see the same event differently? (1)

3. T or F There are three levels of analysis to use when addressing IR causes or problems? (1)

4. T or F People and their actions fall under the global system of analysis. (1)

5. T or F States and non state actors are part of the global level of analysis. (1)

6. Matching. Terms may be used once, multiple times or not at all.(1 pt each)

a. National Actors
b. International Actors
c. Supranational actors

a. 6. Actors can exist at the level of the state 

7. Mercedes Benz

8. Activities span more than two countries and can be groups or individuals.

9. NATO

10. The Pope

11. Organization made up of three or more countries

12. Heart to Heart

13. Can be regional organizations or IGOs.

14. Can be INGOs

Daily Challenge - 1/27/10

Recent Supreme Court Decision: Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission. In part, the Court ruled:

After more than a year of study and writing, the Supreme Court on Thursday (Jan 21, 2010) produced a ruling that may make the hundreds of millions spent in past presidential and congressional elections look like a pittance. By removing existing restraints on what and when profit-making and non-profit corporations may say during federal election campaigns, the Court has significantly raised the financial stakes for all such elections, beginning with the primaries this year….
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AKA - if you have the money to spend, you can buy yourself a candidate.

1. How might INGOS and IGOs be affected by this ruling? 

2. Is this a positive or negative development in campaign donations?

3. What about the role of “unfriendly” governments…do you think they might be allowed to funnel money to candidates?  How might they do this? (IE - do we want Iran influencing our elections? What about Al Qaida?)

4. Your overall view of this ruling is____________. Explain.

5. 4 points possible
Week of Feb 8 - 12
Feb 8, 2010 Daily Challenge

1. Name the three variables that impact policy making process on international decision making? (3)

2. What is a historical example of American unity (or lack thereof) in American foreign policy. (1)

3. Name the three models of decision making. (3)

4. Define: (4)

a. Counterfactual reasoning - 

b. Unitary actor - 

c. Game theory - 

d. Externalities

5. Compare and contrast two level games and muddling through. (3)

6. T or F Polarity and Polarization are examples of state driven power? (1)

7. How might geopolitics affect state decision making? (1)

Daily Challenge - 2.8.10 - 16 pts

1. Name the three variables that impact policy making process on international decision making? (3)

2. What is a historical example of American unity (or lack thereof) in American foreign policy. (1)

3. Name the three models of decision making. (3)

4. Define: (4)

a. Counterfactual reasoning - 

b. Unitary actor - 

c. Game theory - 

d. Externalities

5. Compare and contrast two level games and muddling through. (3)

6. T or F Polarity and Polarization are examples of state driven power? (1)

7. How might geopolitics affect state decision making? (1)

Daily Challenge 2.11.10 -12 points

1. Name the three models of decision making. (3)

2. Some speculate that had President Kennedy lived, our involvement with Vietnam wouldn’t have been so costly. What is this an example of? (1)

3. T or F Military capabilities and types of government are examples of domestic sources of fp decisions. (1)

4. What would constructivists say about  bureaucracies? (1) 

5. List three categories that could influence your perception of the world? (3)

6. List the three levels of analysis (3).

Daily Challenge 2.12.10- 11 pts

1. Name the three models of decision making. (3)

2. How do cognitive dissonance and schematic reasoning help us interpret large amounts of information?(2)

3. Which school of thought believes that our understandings of the world are socially constructed and that prevailing ideas mold our beliefs about what is immutable and what can be reformed? (1)

4. Which school of thought claims that  states foreign policies are determined by their location or natural resources? (1) 

5. Who is the current world hegemon - China or the US? Explain! (3)

6. T or F All of the following were causes of WW I:  German appeasement, multipolar power distribution and individual leaders. (1)

