Name:________________

Date and Hour:__________

Chapter 3 Study Guide

International Decision Making – p. 51

1. Name the “variables or casual influences that impact foreign policy decision making”? (3 variables)

2. On page 54, the authors make the observation that the transnational actor’s choices might be limited depending on the unity of the state.  Use an an example of American foreign policy that shows this unity or lack thereof.  Can be a historical example.

3. Explain each of the variables/characteristics that impact foreign policy decisions:

a. Global conditions – 

i. What arre the global conditions for (NOTE: NOT your personal opinion, but rather the way the WORLD sees them):

1. HIV/AIDS eradication – 

2. Global warming – 

3. Terrorism – 

b. Internal Characteristics -

i. What did George Ball warn against and what was its implications in Vietnam?

c. Actor Leadership - 

i. What role does constructivism play in this characteristic?

4. How does realism impact the role of the transnational actor?

5. How does rational choice impact decision making? (Be sure to include all steps in the process).

6. How was the quest for rational decision making shown in the aftermath of September 11?  Be sure to include Sen. Hagel’s concerns as well.  Based on where we are now, do you think Bush effectively weighed all the steps in rational decision model.  Defend you answer with facts, not name calling.

7. “Some of the barriers that can make errors in foreign policy so common are;” Be sure to explain or give examples of each of these deficiencies.

8. What are externalities?  Give an example of these at work, either historically or current day.

9. What is the prospect theory?  Be specific and detailed in its history, founders and implications for foreign policy decision making.

10. Compare and contrast two level games and muddling through.

11. What are some pluses and minuses of bureaucracy in foreign policy decision making?

12. How did the events of September 11 change American bureaucracy?

13. What did the September 11 Commission find? 

14. What would those who subscribe to the constructionivst theory say about bureaucracies?

15. How did Ralph Waldo Emerson the individual’s moving history? What is the most recent example of this quote in action?  

16. How does Adolf Hitler fly in the face of realism?  How do realists respond to the idea of leader driven decisions?

17. Describe the distribution of power among states (be sure to give an example):

a. Polarity and Polarization – 

b. Geostrategic Position – 

18. Describe and give examples of domestic sources of foreign policy decisions:

a. Military capabilities – 

b. Economic conditions – 

c. Type of government – 

19. Go back and review the controversies on p. 74 and p. 82.  Read the scenarios and answer the questions. Be sure to defend your answers.

*** REVIEW YOUR LEARNING OBJECTIVES FOR THIS CHAPTER***
