IR exam review – Chapters 1-2

Part I – Vocab

Mirror image, constructivism, theory, power, globalization and regime

Part II – Short answer. NO formal writing.

1. Give examples of integrative and disintegrative trends in world politics.closer ties, gloablized economy; weapons, enviorn issues, nationalism , ethnic conflict
2. Explain how cognitive dissonance and schematic reasoning help us interpret large amounts of information about the world?  Consistent inmages, match to stereotypes
3. List three factors that affect your perception of international relations? P. 12
4. What are the three levels of analysis and how do they differ? P. 18-19
5. What is a paradigm? define
6. What are three methods that liberalist advocated for eliminating warfare after WW I? international institutions, disarmament, mediation
7. Why did liberals focus on determination and democracy after WW I? reduce warfare
8. What is the realist view of human nature? Pp. 32-33
9. What are the main criticism of the realist school of thought? P. 36-37
10. Which school of thought believes that our understandings of the world are socially constructed and that prevailing ideas mold our beliefs about what is immutable and what can be reformed? Constructionist
Part III  - Essay. Pick 2  - formal writing required!

1. Have the 9/11 terrorist attacks fundamentally changed the international system? Why or why not? 

2. World politics can be studied from the individual, state, or global level of analysis. Write an essay in which you discuss the advantages and drawbacks of examining world politics from each of these three levels.

3.  What is “globalization,” and how has it erased the traditional distinctions between what is national and what is international, or what is domestic and what is foreign? Cite specific examples of issues that cross these boundaries.

4.  How has globalization affected you personally? Compare and contrast the assumptions about international phenomena made by liberalism and realism. Include origins, worldview etc.

5.  What led to the emergence of neorealism and neoliberalism? How do these two schools of thought differ, and how are they similar? In your opinion, which one most accurately describes the world we live in today?

6. What is the main concern of constructivism? How does it seek to expand on the theories of realism and liberalism? How useful is constructivism for understanding international phenomena?

7.  How have feminist scholars been critical of other international relations scholars? Are their critiques justified?

