Political Parties and Media Summative Review

Part I – Questions

1. Most single issue parties are ______________.

2. T or F A multi party system is composed of parties with special interests.

3. T or F The members of the minor party tend to support the platform of a major party.

4. Know the functions of the two major parties.

5. Over time, ideas first developed by minor parties are ___________ by major parties.

6. Describe the state party organizations.

7. Name the three jobs of members who belong to major political parties.

8. Membership in either of the parties is:

9. Why did the two party system develop in the US?

10. How was the era of one party domination that began in 1968 different that other eras?

11. How have minor parties contributed MOST to US political parties?

12. T or F  Split ticket voting is a sign of weakened political parties?

13. What are the functions of the major political parties in the US?

14. T or F A one party system exists in all dictatorships today.

15. Describe the groups who tend to support Democrats in recent years. How about Republicans?

16. T or F Most Americans today don’t identify with any political party.

17.  What are the shortcomings of political polling?

18. Why are polls taken?

19.  T or F the  impact of the media can be described as focusing the public’s attention on an issue.

20.  How is public opinion made known?

21. How is the influence of public opinion on public policy limited?

22.  How is the term “public opinion” misleading?

23.  What are the difficulties  associated with measuring polls?

24. In the family, young children are likely to acquire_____________________________

25.  What is the most reliable measure of public opinion?

26. Which form of mass media is now the principle source of info for about 80% of the US population.

27.  Know the steps in the scientific polling process in order.

28. Review all notes, read chapters 5 and 8 in detail.

Part II – Vocab

Public opinion, universe, political socialization, ward, splinter parties, plurality, electorate, political party, bipartisan, quota sample, opinion leader, mandate, public opinion, mass media

Be able to describe the following jobs of pol parties:

bonding agent function, governing, nominating candidates, acting as watchdog, inform/activate supporters

Part III – Short Answer

1. Analyze public opinion and its role in forming policy.  Name three factors where one can acquire an opinion based. Also give a specific historical example of how opinion influenced policy.

2. Explain what a Democrat label usually says about a person. How about a Republican label?

Part IV – Essay

1. Compare and contrast the major and minor parties in the US.

2. Party polarization has been a development in American society since 1994.  Explain AND give examples of how polarization has affected the ability of the government to run smoothly.

3. Suppose you want to take a poll about people’s opinions on a new boating law for  Lake Blue.  Use the steps in the scientific polling method to explain how you would go about ascertaining the thoughts  on a new boating law. Give examples of each step as it would apply to Lake Blue.

Part V – Chart completion

Be able to recreate the media chart done in class.
