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Central Europe and Northern Eurasia Notes

Chapter 19 – Central and Eastern Europe

Section 1 - Poland

I. Physical Characteristics

1. covered by - 

2. industrial resources -

II. World War II

1. religion – 

A. The Holocaust

1. number of Jews – 

2. ghettos – 

3. concentration camps –

4. across Europe = 

B. Fleeing Soviet Control


1, mass exodus – 

III. Communist No More


A, The Catholic Church

1. important roles – 

B. Solidarity

1. labor union – 

2. 1981 – 

3. 1989 – 

C. A Troubled Economy

1. difficulties – 

2. 1995-

Section 2 – The Czech and Slovak Republics and Hungary

I. The Czech Republic

1. population – 

2. 1993 – 

A. Path to Nationhood

1. 400 years of rule – 

2. describe gov’t – 

3. 1930’s – 

4. velvet revolution – 

B. Economic Systems

1. privatization – 

2. European Union – 

II. Two Regions

1. Bohemia  - 

2. Prague – 

3. Moravia –

4. grave challenges –

III. Slovakia

1. describe – 

A. Farms

1. communists – 

B. Factories

1. manufacturing – 

2. economy improvement –

IV. Hungary

1. population – 

2. date of birth –

3. 1990 – 

A> Hungary’s Landscape

1. size – 

2. “breadbasket of Europe-“

B. Free Enterprise

1. unemployment – 

2. 2000 –

Section 3 – The Balkan Peninsula

1. balkanize –

2. many small nations – 

I. Romania

1. population/ethnic group –

2. Nicolae Ceausescu – 

3. ray of light – 

4. multiplier effect – 

II. Bulgaria

1. physical characteristics – 

2. 1990’s-

3. tourism –

III. Albania

1. population – 

2. economic improvements – 

IV. Other Balkan Nations

1. Yugoslavia – 

2. Slovenia – 

3. Croatia – 

4. Macedonia – 

5. Bosnia – 

6. Conflicts – 

7. 1995 – 

A> Serbia and Montenegro

1. population – 

2. Physical features –

3. 1990’s – 

B. Croatia

1. population – 

2. differences – 

C. Slovenia

1. located where – 

D. Bosnia-Herzegovina

1. long term prospects – 

2. war – 

E. Macedonia

1. 2001 – 

F. Kosovo

1. 1990 –

2. 1999 – 

Section 4 – Baltic States and Border Nations

I. The Baltic States

1. name them – 

2. population – 

3. religions – 

A. Effects of Location

1. sea access –

2. invasions – 

B. Soviet Republics

1. life – 

2. resistance –

3. 1991 – 

C. Challenges and Opportunities

1. key challenge – 

2. economic transformation – 

3. diversification – 

II. Ukraine

1. Kiev – 

A. Foreign Domination

1. 1200’s –

2. 1700’s – 

3. nationalism –

B. Under Soviet Rule

1. collective farms – 

2. Chernobyl – 

3. effect of Chernobyl – 

C. Since Independence 

1. people – 

2. farmland – 

3. agriculture – 

4. industry –

III. Belarus and Moldova

1. shared characteristic – 

A> Belarus

1. people – 

2. size –

3. 1996 – 

4. economics – 

B. Moldova

1. population and size – 

2. physical features – 

Chapter 20 – Russia

Section 1 – Regions of Russia

I. Physical Characteristics

1. highest point – 

A. Plains

1. describe – 

B. Ural Mountains

1. describe range – 

2. low passes – 

3. minerals –

C. Rivers 

1. Volga River – 

2. Caspian Sea – 

3. Other rivers (name) – 

II. Ecosystem

1. climate – 

2. summers – 

3. spring/fall – 

A. Tundra

1. adapt how – 

b. Taiga

1. trees –

2. fires –

3. animals – 

C. Steppes

1. grassland – 

2. role of chernozem – 

III. Siberia

1. permafrost – 

2. geology – 

Section 2 – Emergence of Russia

I. Russia Under the Czars

1. 1237 – 

2. 1300’s – 

A. Expansion

1. 3 centuries –

2. expansion under the czars – 

3. 1812 – 

4. consolidation – 

B. Social structure

1. feudalism – 

2. serfdom –

II, The Rise of Communism

1. riots – 

2. Russian revolution – 

3. 1940 – 

A. The Soviet System

1. Lenin and Stalin –

2. communism –

B. Agriculture and Industry

1. collective farms –

2. production and distribution – 

3. heavy industry –

C. International Conflicts

1. 1941 – 

2. 1945 – 

D. Cold War

1. what was it – 

III. The End of Communist Rule

A. Economic Reorganization

1. Mikhail Gorbachav –

B. Political Change

1. 1991 –

2. Yeltsin – 

C. Planning for the Future

1. challenges – 

Section 3 – Geographic Issues in Russia

I. Urban and Rural Life

1. 3/4ths – 

2. Black Sea Coast – 

3. artistic traditions – 

II. Ethnic Turmoil

1. 25 million – 

2. unsettled groups – 

A. Chechnya

1. size/population – 

2. 1991 –

3. 1994 – 

B. Dagestan

1. size/population – 

III. Transportation

1. Siberia – 

2. pipelines – 

A. Rivers

1. trade routes – 

2. danger – 

B, Railroads

1. 93,000 miles – 

2.Trans-Siberian RR – 

IV. Economic Problems

A. Inflation

1. ruble to dollar –

2. black market – 

B. Privatization

1. success of – 

2. corruption – 

3. 1999 – 

C. Health Problems

1. death rate – 

2. other health issues – 

V. Environmental Problems


1.Siberia – 


2. Volga River - 


3. Barents Sea - 

4. why the problem? - 

