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Central and Southwest Asia Notes

Chapter 22 – The Caucasus and Central Asia

I. The Caucasus Nations

· 3 nations (name) - 

A. Georgia

a. located where - 

1. Climates and Economic Activities

a. Climate (describe) - 

b. Economic activities - 

2. Economic decline and growth 

a. Fall of communism - 

b. mid 1990’s- 

c. foreign investment - 

3. Cultures

a. population – 

b.other ethnic groups – 

c. president - 

B. Armenia

· describe – 

1. Understanding the Past





a. ancient indo-European people





b. fate of Armenians – 





c. Armenians and Turkey – 




2. Recent Conflicts

a. Armenians v. Azeri – 

b. Soviet policies increases tension – 

c. diplomatic help - 

C. Azerbaijan

- location - 

- economic acvitities - 

- population/ethnic groups - 

1.Economic Problems

a. Conflict with Armenia -

b. Earthquakes - 

c. Russia - 

2. Environmental Change

a. Gas/chemical industries - 

b. Dams - 

c. Other forms of pollution
II. The Central Asian Nations

- five nations - 


- stan means - 


- ethnic minorities - 

A. Physical Characteristics

- mountain ranges - 

- glaciers - 

- two large rivers - 

1. Climate

a. Nearest ocean – 

b. two large deserts – 

2. Natural Resources


a. chernozem -

B. People and Cultures

- Uzbeks - 

1. Languages 

 - name them - 

2. Islamic Religion


a. 1920’s – 1930’s - 

b. early 1990’s -

c. fundamentalism - 

C. Economic Activities

- yurts - 


1. Under the Soviet Union



a. lives changed how - 


2. Since Independence



a. industrialization - 



b. cities - 




c. tourism -

D. Environmental Change

- harshest example - 


1. Irrigation and Desertification



a. Aral Sea - 


b. Muynak - 


c. sand/chemical clouds - 


d. 2030- 

2. Pollution


a. pesticides - 

c. fertilizers –

*****************************************************************

Chapter 32 – The Countries of SW Asia

I. Creating the Modern Middle East

 - 3,000 years ago - 


A. Diverse Peoples

- Muhammad- 

- 10th century - 

- Seljuks - 

- Ottoman Turks - 

- late 1700’s - 

-“sick man of Europe – “

B. World War I

- 1914 - 

- Allies - 

- Central Powers  - 


1.. Secret Negotiations



1. divide how? - 



2. Sir Henry McMahon – 



3. Husayn ibn ‘Ali – 


2. A Broken Promise



1. Great Britain/France - 



2. Sykes-Picot Agreement – 



3. Turkey – 



4. France acquires  - 



5.Great Britain acquires – 

C. Arabs and Jews

- mid 1940’s - 

- Palestinian liberation - 

- Hebrews - 

- Jewish persecution - 

- Zionists - 

- early stages of Palestinian/Jewish conflict - 


1. Two Peoples, One Homeland



a. Balfour declaration - 



b. self determination - 



c. 1933 - 


2. The Creation of Israel



a, Nazi concentration camps – 



b. Jewish Agency - 


c. Arab League(who) - 


d.1947 – 


e. Arab reaction to plan - 

f. David Ben Gurion – 

II. Israel

-Gideon Samet – 


A. Environmental Change


 - describe land as settlers found it – 


 - desert – 



1. Technology Transforms the Desert




a. New Desert - 




b. drip irrigation -




c.. water demands – 



2. Mining the Dead Sea




a. why can’t animals live in it - 



3. Encouraging Migration to the Desert




a. Arad life - 



4. Economic Activities




a. high technology - 




b. service industries - 

B. Diverse Cultures


1. Israel’s Jews 



a. two main groups - 



b. standard of living for these groups - 



c. Knesst - 



d. Ultra Orthodox Jews v. nonreligious Jews - 


2. Israel’s Arabs



a. diverse population includes - 



b. Arab discrimination - 

C. Cooperation and Conflict


1. Palestinian refugees



a. West bank/Gaza strip - 


2. More Conflict



a. PLO - 



b. Israeli view of PLO - 



c. support of PLO - 


3. The Struggle for a Solution



a. 1970’s-80s - 



b. intifada



c. Madrid - 



d. Yitzak Rabin - 

III. Jordan, Lebanon, Syria and Iraq

 Fertile Crescent – 

A. Jordan: Political and Social Change


1. Changing Boundaries



a. 1946 - 



b. mid 1960’s - 



c. impact of the loss of E. Jerusalem - 


2. Migrations



a. wars - 


3. A Modern Country



a. King Huessein - 

B. Lebanon: Civil War and Recovery

Describe Lebanon – 


1. The Beginning of the War



a. chaos - 



b. power divided - 



c. Muslim growth - 


2. A Kaleidoscope of Terror



a. situation in 1975 - 



b. describe conflicts - 



c. Beriut incident - 



d. describe situation in mid 1980’s - 


3. Calm Returns



a, impact of peace – 

C. Syria: Challenges and Reforms



a. migration in recent decades - 



b. farming problems/solutions - 



c. changes along Euphrates - 



d. Assad - 

D. Iraq: A Series of Conflicts

Oil – 


1. War With Iran



a. 1980 - 



b. US support in the war - 


2. The Persian Gulf War



a. circumstances of the war - 



b. embargo - 



c. 1996 - 


3. The Kurds



a. population - 



b. Kurd slaughter - 

IV. Arabian Peninsula

Empty quarter – 


A. Oil Changes a Region


early 20th cent lifestyle – 

Bedouins – 



1. Oil Pays for Modernization

a. 1930’s – 

b. water – 

c. lifestyle with oil – 

2. OPEC

a. stands for – 

b. 1970’s –80’s – 

c. OPEC nations  - 

3. Planning for the Future

a. oil will last – 

b. other industries – 

B. Saudi Arabia

Describe infastructure-


1. Developing the economy

a. Yanbu and Jubail – 

2. Islam and Modernization

a. family – 

b. women – 

c. change and tradition – 

d. Mecca – 

e. Hajj – 

C. Oman and Yemen

Oman (describe) – 

Yemen (describe) – 

Falaj system – 

V. Turkey, Iran and Cyprus


A. Turkey


Turks – 



1. The “Father of the Turks”

a. after WW I, Turkey kept – 

b. Mustafa Kemal – 

c. Changed made by Kemal – 

2. Turkey Today

a. economic issues – 

b. secular – 

c. Kurdish struggles – 

B. Islam Changes Iran

Persian arrival – 

Alexander the Great – 



1. Modernization for Iran

a. shah – 

b. Reza Khan’s accomplishments – 

c. Resentment against shah – 

2. Islamic Revolution

a. 1979 – 

b. Ayatollah Khomeini – 

c. Changes under Khomeini – 

d. War – 

3. Iran Today

a. 1989 – 

b. economic struggles – 

C. Cyprus

History – 

Civil war – 

Independence - 

