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Chapter 5 Notes

Political Parties

Section I – Parties and What They Do

I. What is a Party?

1. two major parties - 

2. more specific definition – 

II. What Do Parties Do?

1. why essential –

2. vital link – 

3. democratic ideal – 

A. Nominating Candidates

1, major function – 

B. Informing and Activating Supporters

1. who informs? – 

2. “educational” processes – 

C. The Bonding Agent Function

1. “bonding agent – “

D. Governing

1. example of gov’t by party –

2.basis of conduct – 

2. constitutional change example – 
E. Acting as Watchdog

1. party in power – 

2. “throw the rascals out – “

Section II – The Two Party System

- Earl Dodge - 
I. Why a Two Party System?

a. parties overwhelmingly dominate – 

A. The Historical Basis

1. rooted in nation’s beginnings – 

2. first two parties/leaders – 

3. farewell address of 1796 – 

B. The Force of Tradition

1. self perpetuating – 

C. The Electoral System

1. single member districts – 

2.plurality v majority – 

3.“wasted vote – “

4. election laws – 

5.Euguene Debs – 

6. other examples of minority party candidates – 

D. The American Ideological Consensus


1, ideologically homogenous – 

2. deep divisions – 

3. other important impact – 

4. significant differences in the parties – 

II. Multiparty Systems


a. typical multiparty system - 

b. coalitions – 

c, multiparty system in US – 

III. One Party System


a. dictatorships -

c. US states/regions – 

IV. Party Membership Patterns


a. cross section of the nation - 


b. African Americans, Jews, Catholics, unions – 


c. white males, Protestants, businesses - 

d. why affiliate with one party – 

e. other factors – 

Section III – The Two Party System in American History

- William Shakespeare - 

I. The Nation’s First Parties


a. federalists - 


b. ant federalists – 


c. Jeffersonian Republicans – 


d. 1796 – 

e. 1800 – 

II. American Parties: Four Major Eras


a.


b.


c.


d.


A. The Era of the Democrats – 1800 - 1850

1. 1820’s – 

2. Whig Party and issues – 

3. Jacksonian democracy’s three changes – 

4. Whig’s demise – 

5. republican party – 

B. The Era of Republicans – 1860 – 1932

1. 75 years – 

2/ “Solid South-“

3.1896 – 

4. 1912 - 

C. The Return of the Democrats – 1932 –1968

1. 1932 – 

2. economic/social welfare –

3. 1952 – 

D. The Start of a New Era

1. American Independent Party – 

2. Watergate – 

3. Carter years – 

4. Reagan/Bush effects – 

5. since 1968 –

6. Jim Jeffords – 

Section IV  - The Minor Parties

I. Minor Parties in the United States

- four distinct types (name and describe, give examples):


a.


b.


c. 


d.

II. Why Minor Parties Are Important

-antimasons – 

- “spoiler role-“

-important issues – 

- 2000 election - 

-2004 election – 

Section V  - Party Organization

I. The Decentralized Nature of the Parties

-describe –


A. The Role of the Presidency

1. organization – 

B. The Impact of Federalism 

1. this is one reason that parties are decentralized

C. The Role of the Nominating Process

1. two related aspects:

a.

b.

II. National Party Machinery


A. The National Convention

1. described – 

2. authority – 

B. The National Committee

1. describe organization, then and now for:

a. RNC  - 

b. DNC – 

C. The National Chairperson

1. two women – 

2. Ron Brown – 

3. job of chairperson – 

D. The Congressional Campaign Committee

1. describe their job – 

III. State and Local Party Machinery


A. The State Organization

1. chairperson – 

2. further party interests how – 

B. Local Organizations

1. ward – 

2. precinct – 

IV. Three Components of the Party

-Name and describe:


1.


2.


3.

V. The Future of the Major Parties

1. decline – 

2 weaknesses due to several factors:


a.


b.


c.


d. 

e. 

