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Facebook and the Courts

Perusing the content of the website, www.townhall.com, I found an article about our courts system and Facebook. For those unaware, social media sites like Facebook and MySpace have cropped up like dandelions after rain and are great ways to reconnect with old friends and catch up on their lives.  But in this case, a juror serving on a trial, Hadley Jons, posted a status update to which she stated that she thought the defendant was guilty.  Which is all well and good, except the trial wasn’t over and no verdict had been reached. Ms. Hadley was removed from the jury and could be found in contempt of court when she returns.  


While I love my facebook page and all the fun and time wasting it provides, this case is a cautionary note: you need to be careful in what you put in the public eye because it never goes away. It turns out that the rest of the jury found the defendant guilty of the crime, but what if he was innocent and went to jail or vice versa, because of a facebook post.  The consequences could be very serious if this comment hadn’t been found out. Futhermore, it belittles our whole jury system, which while it does have its faults, its one of the better systems of justice around the world.  Failure to take it seriously jeopardizes future rights to fair trial.
