
The Eudora High School Dance team is pleased to have you try out for their squad!  Any currently enrolled Eudora student in grades 8-11 are eligible to try out.  The EHS Dance team is a group of highly committed, energetic dancers. Dance experience is not necessary to try out for the squad, but it helps. We are looking for students who are willing to work hard!  The dance team is seasonal in nature like the cheer squad in order to allow more participation from the students.  You can sign up for football season only, basketball season only or BOTH seasons if you want to dance all year long. Football dancers perform at halftime of all home football games. During basketball season, dancers perform at most home games.  
Requirements: Complete the attached paperwork.  Paperwork MUST BE IN BY MARCH 21 to Robyn Kelso or Jessica Vogt at Eudora High School by 6:15pm. Any student who has not turned in the necessary paperwork WILL NOT be allowed to participate in the clinics or try out.  LATE PAPERWORK WILL RESULT IN A REDUCTION OF POINTS DURING THE TRYOUT PROCESS.  

The following forms are due Monday, March 21!

Parent Permission Form: Make sure it is completed, signed and the appropriate squad(s) is/are chosen.  Please note that if you sustain serious injury during the course of tryouts are unable to finish the process, you will be eliminated from the tryouts.  ALSO NOTE: REGARDLESS OF SQUAD CHOICE, DANCE TEAM MEMBERS WILL BE EXPECTED TO PARTICPATE IN ALL FUNDRAISERS AND FESTIVALS!!!

Attendance: Due to the team nature of dance, attendance at all practices and performances is crucial.  Please read and sign the attached attendance policy.

Dance Team Expectation/Membership Application: Dance team is a substantial time commitment with high expectations for all dancers.  Please review the attached membership application, complete and sign. Parents must sign as well.  

Other information of note: 

Parents Meeting: Should your student make the dance team, a meeting for parents/dancers will be held immediately following tryouts on  Monday, April 4 at 6pm at EHS.  We will hand out our first fundraiser and a $50 camp deposit will be due at that meeting.

Lettering: A dancer can earn a letter for each of the seasons in which (s)he participates.  There are three possibilities for end of season awards: Participation Certificate, Provisional Letter and Letter. Criteria is as follows:

a. Participation certificate – attends most practices or games. Does NOT participate in all team activities such as fundraisers or festivals. No leadership examples.  No workout log.

b. Provisional letter – attends 90% of all games and practices, participates in some team activities (ex: participates in one fundraiser but not all), some leadership (teaching routines, organizing fundraisers etc). Some workout information turned in.

c. Letter – only at this level is a pin/bar/letter awarded.  To letter, a dancer must attend 90% of practices and games, participate in ALL team activities (fundraisers, festival), leadership initiatives and turning in workout logs.

Please note: There are times when the team comes together, regardless of season, for things like fundraisers and festivals.  Participation in these events is tied to lettering. 

Quitting Penalties:  Quitting does NOT excuse the dancer from any financial obligations.  Dancers who quit the team after April 25 of any given year are still responsible for any financial obligations incurred as part of the dance team.

Drivers Ed: If you are taking driver’s ed, you must work dance practices around your driving/class schedule.  Mr. Deterding is good about working with you as long as your give plenty of advanced notice.   Missing practice due to drivers ed will NOT be considered an excused absence.

Skills: While no experience is necessary to try out, a candidate might want to practice the following skills: double and single pirouette, right and left leaps and jumps (toe touch, tuck jumps etc) and others that might come up in the tryout process. A skills progression checklist will be provided to all those who are chosen to be on the squad. Members will be expected to work on these on their own time.  Failure to complete the progression in the time frame given will result in removal from performances and/or loss of awards.

Spring/Summer Practices: Spring practices will start in April and go through June to get ready for camp.  Spring practices are scheduled around track and softball, so they day may change, but the time will usually be from 6-7:30pm. Summer practices will be held leading up to camp and then we will be done. Following camp, the dance team will take the rest of the summer off until school resumes.  In addition, you MIGHT be asked to attend a summer class though either Amanda's Dance Academy, Lawrence Parks and Recreation or Lawrence Arts center.  Class costs are to be borne by the dance member, but costs are usually pretty reasonable. More information will be forthcoming.

Fall/Winter Practices: Football season practices will be held on Monday –Thursdays right after school, with morning practices sometimes taking the place of after school practices.  Basketball practices are held four days a week as well, but the basketball schedule determines the practice schedule.  It too will be held right after school, with the occasional morning practice.

Dance Notebook: Each dancer will be expected to keep a dance notebook.  This notebook should be a 1-inch three ring binder in white, with a clear overcoat that will allow a piece of paper to be slipped between the plastic cover and the notebook itself.  These will be REQUIRED IN PRACTICE, along with the student’s planner/calendar.

Other Tryout Information: Tryout criteria will involve coordination, rhythm, kick ability, smile, poise, confidences and appearance.  Dancers will NOT be allowed to participate in another athletic activity (including managing) during the same season they are dancing.  The tryout schedule is below.  Tryout attire should be shorts, a top, socks and tennis/dance shoes. NO JEWLERY, GUM OR LONG FINGERNAILS!!  HAIR MUST BE UP IN A PONYTAIL AND ALL HAIR OFF THE FACE!  Final tryout decisions will be posted by 7pm on Friday March 29, 2011.

**Tryout Schedule:
 Monday, March 21  - clinic work -6:30 – 8pm


Tuesday, March 22 – clinic work – 630-8pm

Thursday, March 24 – clinic work – 6:30 - 8pm

Friday, March 25 - TRYOUT DAY!  Tryouts begin right after school.  If you have church/practice obligations, you can tryout first and then leave.

Camp: The dance team attends a NDA camp every summer. This year, the camp is scheduled June 20-22, here at EHS.  Camp will run daily from 9-5, but as host school, we will have additional duties so our day may be longer.  ALL dancers MUST ATTEND CAMP!  YOU MUST REARRANGE YOUR SCHEDULE TO ATTEND!

Dance team expenses: In addition to the time commitment, dance team requires some financial resources as well.  Camp will be the main expense (see below).  An ESTIMATED list of expenses is listed below.  Also, please note that due to school related cuts, the dance team will be expected to pay for nearly EVERYTHING IT DOES, from camp to festivals to anything else. We strive for affordability but the bottom line is some expenses will have to come from the pockets of the dance team member’s family.  The dancers do several fundraisers throughout the year, but not all expenses get paid from fundraisers.


Expenses:
dance shoes ……………………..$55 (rookies only)

camp tuition/clothes…..$265 (all members)

bloomers (2 pair)………………$30 (rookies only)

dance tights………………………$20 (all members)

festival costuming……………$75 (all members)

festival fees……………………..$1500 (assuming attending two festivals – $1500 covers the whole team)

* Festival Information: Each fall, Eudora High School hosts a cheer and dance festival in November.  It is expected that each dancer will provide 2 responsible adults (can be family members or not) to help on festival day, all day, from start to clean up.  If 2 people per dancer can’t be found, for each adult absent, the dancer/family will be billed $100.  This allows the team funds to hire someone to fill spots.  For example if 1 adult is provided, the dancer/family will be billed $100 to cover the other adult absence.  If the dancer fails to provide 2 responsible adults, the dancer/family will be billed $200.

* Pending administration approval

***Please complete the following application for membership on the dance team squad. Due March 21 at 6:15pm or earlier*******

Student Information

(Name)

(Address)



(City)


(State)

(Zip Code)

______________________________

_______________________________

(Home phone)





(email address)

Parent Information #1

(Name)

(Address)



(City)


(State)

(Zip Code)

______________________________

_______________________________

(Home Phone)





(Place of employment and phone)

______________________________

(email address)

Parent Information #2

(Name)

(Address)



(City)


(State)

(Zip Code)

______________________________

_______________________________

(Home Phone)





(Place of employment and phone)

______________________________

(Email address)

Membership Questions 

1. What strengths do you bring to the dance team?  What are you weak in?

2. Why do you want to be a member of the squad?

3. What is your reaction when you are criticized?

4. If I asked your teachers about you, what would they say?

5. How will you handle conflict with another team member?

6. What is one mistake you have made in your life and what did you learn from it?

ONLY ANSWER QUESTION 7 IF YOU ARE A CURRENTLY ENROLLED EHS STUDENT!!!

7. Are you on track to graduate?  If not, how will you juggle getting credits made up and dance practices/performances?

As a final part of this application, please review the attached Dance Team Constitution.  It spells out plainly what is expected of all members and consequences for actions.  If there is ANY instance of illegal drug use, USD 491 policies will be enforced.

 In addition, I understand that if an injury (one that makes it impossible to participate in tryouts) is sustained before tryouts, I will be eliminated from tryouts.  I also understand that camp attendance is part of the requirements for membership on the dance squad.

We have read the dance team constitution and the complete tryout packet information and understand its terms and conditions, especially the monetary aspects. Furthermore, we understand the consequences for any rules infringement and understand that a squad member found using illegal substances will be penalized according to USD 491 policies. By signing below, we agree to adhere to all rules, regulations and requirements as set forth in this tryout packet and constitution.

(student signature)

(parent signature)


***DUE MARCH 21 at 6:15pm or earlier***
_____________________ (student name) has my permission to participate in the practices for tryouts and to try out to be a member of the Eudora High School dance team.  I understand that if an injury is sustained (one that makes it impossible to participate) before I have the chance to try out, I will be eliminated from tryouts.

(student signature and date)

(parent/guardian signature and date)

SQUAD MEMBERSHIP – please mark squad choices with 1 or 2 (first and second choice). Also , please indicate if you want to dance all year long or just a season. Make sure you understand that if you want to (for example) play soccer in the fall, you can ONLY dance during basketball season

_______ Football Dancer

_______Basketball Dancer

*********************

Please mark the following as well:

I _____ DO wish to participate on more than one squad if selected

I _____ DO NOT wish to participate on more than one squad if selected.  (If you choose this option, please explain why below –playing soccer, job, etc. Knowing this is for planning purposes only)

ALSO NOTE: REGARDLESS OF SQUAD CHOICE, DANCE TEAM MEMBERS WILL BE EXPECTED TO PARTICPATE IN ALL FUNDRAISERS AND FESTIVALS AS A TEAM!!!


Drill /Dance Team

Article I - Name and Objective.

Section 1 - The Eudora High School Drill/Dance Team shall be called the Eudora Drill/Dance Team Squad.

Section 2 - The objective of the Drill/Dance Team Squad shall be to perform with precision as to strengthen school spirit and individual pride.

 Article II - Membership Requirements

Section 1 - Drill/Dance Team members must be enrolled as full-time students at Eudora High School. 

Section 2- Drill /Dance Team members must adhere to the student policies of the Eudora School District and the KSHSAA. This will include: no smoking, drinking of alcoholic beverages, using drugs (without medical purposes). These are to be considered very serious offenses. A girl will be dropped from the team for the remainder of the year for these offenses.

Section 3 - Drill/Dance Team members will attend all practices and performances unless designated to the contrary by the team sponsor. 

a.  Members must be prompt to all practice and performances with proper attire and prop requirements for those days. Demerits are given if you fail to have correct at tire and props with you.

b. Drill /Dance Team members will have practices when designated by the sponsor/captains. 

c. Drill /Dance Team members will practice in the

Summer at a time designated by the coach. (In case of

rain, attend unless called) 

d. During each semester, tardiness will result in demerits and demerits will add up and constitute a benching.

e. Notify the sponsor/captains if you are unable to attend a practice or performance if an emergency arises such as sudden serious illness.

f. Failure to meet all attendance requirements may be excused by the sponsor. Members may be excused for illness (if absent from  school the entire day), funeral services and religious observances. Work will not be an excusable reason for missing practices or performances.

g. Request to be excused from a practice or performance must be made in advance of the date requested.

h. You must be present at school half a day (three hours) in order to participate in the performance that night. 

i. If a Drill/Dance Team member is under a doctor’s care, she must have a doctor’s release before she is allowed to perform. 

j.  Each member must be willing to give 100% in  practices  and  performances.  She will be re-moved from a performance if the sponsor feels he is not doing her best and would hinder the 
team performance. 

k. Each member must be able to take  constructive criticism. She must remember that it is not herself personally, but rather her performance that is being criticized.

l. Each member must have at the time of try-outs, a satisfactory attendance and discipline record; and  she  must maintain it during  the  school year.  An unsatisfactory attendance or discipline record may result in the  member being  benched, the length (depending on  the seriousness  of the problem) to be determined by the sponsor.

Section 4 - All selected members are expected to attend camp at the student's expense.

Section 5 - Drill/Dance Team members will purchase designated uniforms as prescribed by the sponsor, and will wear the designated uniform as prescribed. No jewelry is to be worn with the uniform.

Section 6 - When performing, Drill /Dance Team members will attend football and basketball games in designated uniform. Members will sit together in a section designated by the sponsor and will remain there until excused by the sponsor. 

Section 7 - Drill/Dance  Team members will participate in all scheduled performances unless designated to the contrary by the sponsor. 

Section 8 - Drill/Dance Team members must maintain a 2.0 average each semester to tryout and maintain that average once she makes it.  Any member who does not maintain this average will result in probation.

Section 9 - Drill/Dance Team members will project a positive attitude towards Drill Team at all times. Serious concerns will be expressed to the sponsor.

Section 10 - Drill/Dance Team members will represent their school and team as good citizens in school with regular attendance and without excessive absences or tardies. 

Section 11 -A demerit systems will be used to record infractions of the attendance and other constitution requirements. 

Article III - Membership Acceptance and Membership Requirements 

Section 1 - All students desiring membership as a member of the Eudora Drill/Dance Team will complete and secure signatures on the membership application form made available during tryouts. 

a. Applicants  responding  positively  to all membership  requirements  as  outlined in the constitution  will  be  considered as candidates for membership with the signature of their  legal guardian(s) on the application. These signatures, along with that of the applicant, shall secure the agreement between the applicant and 
the Drill/Dance Team. 

b. Tryouts will be judged by a panel of impartial judges. The girls are chosen and judged on kicks, appearance, personality, smile, poise, confidence, rhythm, and coordination. 

Section 2 - All candidates will be notified of practices and tryout dates and times. The tryouts are executed at the discretion of the sponsor. 

c. Attendance at practices for tryouts is very important. 

d. All  participants  should  wear  shorts  or sweats, a top, and tennis shoes for tryout practices . Tryout attire should include shorts or a skirt, a top, tennis shoes, and socks. 

Section 3 - Notification of the newly selected Drill/Dance Team members will be at the discretion of the sponsor.

Section 4 - Each girl who is selected to be a Drill/Dance Team member is to have a complete signed physical examination from before summer practice begins. 

Section 5- Drill/ Dance team members will not be allowed to participate in another athletic activity during the same season they are dancing.

Article IV- Probation

Section 1 -Members of the Drill/ Dance Team will be placed on probation if necessary upon the decision of the sponsor. During a probation period a member cannot participate in performances and/or Drill/Dance Team functions. 

Section 2 - Ten demerits of (In-School Suspension) - next probation or In-School Suspension would cause a member to be off the team. 

Article V - Termination of Membership

Section 1 - Drill/Dance Team members will be dismissed if not fulfilling all membership requirements or failing to improve after having been on probation at any time. 

Section 2 - Termination of membership is effective immediately upon notification. All Drill /Dance Team properties and uniforms must be returned or make reimbursement for the full amount of items not returned. 

Article VI - Maintenance, Inspections

Section 1 - Drill/Dance Team members will be inspected prior to each performance. All clothing, accessories, hair styling and makeup must meet standards prescribed by the sponsor.

Section 2 - Drill/Dance Team members failing to meet the detailed inspection specifications will not perform. 

Section 3 - Drill/Dance Team members are responsible for their uniforms, accessories, and props (pompons) maintenance. Members must replace damaged or lost items. 

Section 4 - Drill/Dance Team members must keep their uniforms clean at all times. Demerits will be given for an untidy uniform. 

Article VII - Transportation

Section 1 - For official Drill /Dance Team trips, transportation will be provided. 

Section 2 - Drill/Dance Team members will adhere to the conduct code and consider the entire trip as “in public.” 

Section 3 - Each member is responsible for her own transportation to and from practices and performances. Car pools are encouraged. Lack of transportation will not be an excuse for non-attendance at any practice or performance.

Article VIII - Officers and Selection

Section 1 - Eligibility

a.  Judged on command calling, directing, marching, dancing technique, voice projection, attendance, punctuality and past records on Drill Team.

b. Must be willing to take on and complete the following responsibilities: 

1. Choreograph all routines in the summer for the year.

2. Make  necessary  sacrifices  to be an efficient officer.

3. Spend additional  time outside  Drill  Team to perform related Drill Team duties.

4.  Take  the  responsibility of directing team activities.

5. Make up routines. Help the sponsor adapt routines. 

6.  Do an effective job of teaching routines.

7.  Assist the sponsor when asked to do so.

8.  Type correspondence and Drill Team handouts. 

9.  Tape  all  music (needed for practice and performance).

10.  Set  up  equipment  for  rehearsals and performances. 

11.  Collect  money from team for various  occasions.

12.  Arrange parties and inspirational activities.

13.  Do any advertising that is necessary for performances.

14.  Think of activity to do once a month as a team  (fun activity).

15.  Tryouts organized - routines and constitution.

Section 2 - The captain is accountable to the sponsor. The responsibilities will include: 

a) Command the team.

b) Work with the sponsor in performance related activities such as choreography design, selection of music, selection of costumes and /or 
props.

c)  Be responsible for some of the team discipline and team morale with a positive influence. No member should disrespect her/him.

d)  Organize and direct the team “in the stand” routines, parades and other activities as so directed by the sponsor.

e)  Serve as a leader.

f) Help perfect the routines.

g)  The captain is in complete charge when the sponsor is absent or so instructs. She will give demerits only when the sponsor is absent.

Section 3 - The co-captain is accountable to the captain and the sponsor. Her responsibilities will include:

a. Organize and implement fundraising activities of the Drill /Dance Team.

b.  Record and disperse Drill/Dance Team monies.

c.  Record attendance and tardies when instructed by the sponsor.

d.  Be responsible for team communications (phone committee).

e.  Help instruct, choreograph and perfect routines.

Section 4 - Officer selection is made by a vote of the Drill Team , with final say determined by the coach and implemented by the current officers and coaches.

Article IX- Practice and Performance Requirements

Section 1 -Drill/Dance Team members qualifying to perform must meet all practice requirements, wear designated uniform, be in full attendance, have a positive attitude, and perform with precision. 

Section 2 - Drill/Dance Team members will perform to the best of their ability and retain their disciplined composure while performing. Failure to do so will cause the member to be removed from a future performance.

Section 3 - In-School Suspension (first offense) receives a warning and one benching. In-School Suspension (second offense) warrants removal from the team. Any out-of-school suspension will result in removal from the team. 

Article X - Active Membership

Section 1 - Drill/Dance Team members will be considered as “active” members while meeting all membership requirements and will have voting privileges.                                

Article XI - Terms            

Section 1 - Demerit is the system of points given for minor infractions of policies. Ten demerits equal one benching. 

Section 2 - Bench is to exempt from a performance. A benched member must attend the performance but will be unable to participate. Three benches mean termination. 

Section 3 - No demerits will be given for absences from school (illness, death in the family, out of town with parents). Be sure to contact the sponsor to get excused.

Section 4 - Absence or tardy from school will result in demerits.

Section 5 - Demerit breakdown:                                    Any performance

     
Tardies - 2

  Uniform

          
Out of uniform when required - 5


Untidy uniform - 1


Incomplete uniform - 2

Miscellaneous


Profanity in uniform - 5


Gum when performing - 1


Excessive talking in practice - 1


Lack of effort and enthusiasm - 1


Uncooperative or negative attitude-benched 


Continued uncooperative or negative


attitude - removal

Section 6 - Demerits will be enforced fairly and consistently at all times and with no exceptions Members who create problems and interfere with the effectiveness of this group will be removed.

Article XII - Amendments to the Constitution

Section 1 -Amendments to the constitution must be submitted to the sponsor in writing


*** DUE MARCH 21 at 6:15pm or earlier***
In order to further grow the dance program, an attendance policy has been set.  The policy is as follows:

New Policy: In order to further the dance program at EHS, we will be implementing a 3-strikes policy.  Three missed practices or games will result in you being asked to turn in your uniform and will result in being removed from the squad.  In addition, missing a practice before a performance will result in your being removed from that particular performance, whether at a game or competition. There will be no exceptions (even for sickness) to this, except for extreme cases, which will be left to coach’s discretion.  In essence, you get three times to miss for any reason and then you are dismissed from the program.  It would be highly recommended that you save these for illnesses and family emergencies as the coaches aren’t going to be inclined to give many exemptions to this policy.

Rationale: We have spent way too much time dealing with attendance issues and as we consider this a sports program, we are adopting an attendance policy that reflects this.  In consulting with other coaches, it was discovered that many give three unexcused absences and after that, you are done.  This does include sickness as often we have found students come to school sick anyway so as not to have to take finals in the spring.  Special cases, as mentioned, will be up to coaches.

I have read the above attendance policy and agree to abide by it and by any decision coaches make in special consideration cases such as lengthy illness or family emergency.

Student Signature and Date

Parent Signature and Date

