Latin and Central America Notes

Chapter 10 – Mexico

Geography of Mexico - 

I. The Heartland Region


 Important why – 
A. Natural Hazards


1, geological issues – 


2. earthquakes – 

B. Climate Factors

1. describe climate –  
2. elevation – 
II. The Coastal Regions

A. Northern Pacific Coast


1. describe –

B. Southern Pacific Coast

1. describe –

C> Gulf Costal Plain


1.deposits of –
D. The Yucatan Peninsula

1. describe –.

2. population – 

***A Place of Three Cultures***

I. Aztecs and Spaniards

1. Tenochtitlan – 

A.  The Spanish Conquest

1. Cortes –.

B. New Spain

1. 3 classes (name and describe)



a. 


b. 


c. 

2. haciendas –  
3. econmienda –.
II> Road to Democracy


 - Miguel Hidalgo –.
· 1821 – 

· foreign investments – 

A. The Mexican Revolution

1. 1910 – 

2. 1920 – 

3. type of gov’t – 

4. political party – 

III. Social Conditions

Official language  - 

A. Rural Life

1. land redistribution policy – 
2. latifundias – 

3. migrant workers and US connection – 

B.. Urban Life

1. largest urban areas –.
2. two classes – 

IV. Economic Affairs

NAFTA  - .
A. Major Industries

1. two important economic activities – 

2. tourism – 

B. Border Industries

1. maquiladoras –  
2. problems with maquiladoras –

Chapter 11 – Central America and the Caribbean

***Central America***

Isthmus – 
Name the seven countries –
I. Landforms and Climates


1.three major landform regions –
A. Mountainous Core

1. height – 

2. two climate zones – 

B. Caribbean Lowlands

1. describe climate – 

C. Pacific Coast Plain

1. difference in climate due to – 

2. Lake Nicaragua – 

D. Climatic Hazards

1. problems – 
II. People and Cultures

A. Indians

1. describe – 

B. Europeans and Mestizos

1. language – 

2. largest European settlement – 

3. where do mestizos live? – 


C. African Descent


1.Caribbean coast –
III. Wealth and Poverty

1. what percent of people – 

2. 2/3rds – 

3. middle class –

IV. Economic Activities

1. primary activity – 

2. plantations –

V. Political Conflict


1.armed conflicts – 


2. guerrilla movements –.
A. Nicaragua

1. Somoza family – 

2. Sandinistas – 

3. 1990 – 

4. 1998 – 

B. El Salvador

1. troubles – 

2. death squads – 

3. 1992 – 

C. Guatemala

1. 1821 – 

2. caudillos – 
3. Jorge Ubico – 

4. 1993 – 

5. de Leon – 

6. 1995 – 

***The Caribbean Islands***

Describe physical features – 

I. Physical Characteristics

three groups (name/describe)- 

A. Island Formation

1. Greater and Lesser Antilles formed –

2. coral islands  - 

B. Marine Climate

1. Describe climate – 

2. windward/leeward sides 

II. Ethnic Roots

1.1492 – 

A. African Descent

1. slave trade – 

2. African influence – 

B. Asian Immigrants

1. replacement workers – 

III. Caribbean Nations Today

1. independent countries – 

2. political links – 

IV.  Economic Activities

1. depend on – 

2. types of products grown – 

3. tourism – 

V. Migration

1. sugar harvest – 

2. dead season – 

3. 1940’s – 

A. Political Unrest

1. 1959 – 

2. 1991 –

3. 1957 – 1986 – 

4. 1994 – 

B. Economic Benefits


1.migration – 

Chapter 12 – Brazil

***The Land and Its Regions***

I. Northeast Region

1. sugar plantations – 

2. slaves – 

3. sertao – 

4. poverty – 

II. Southeast Region

1. population density – 

2. crop – 

3. people live – 

4. favelas – 

5. Carnival – 

6. samba – 

III. Brazilian Highlands


1.Brasilia – 

IV. Amazon River Region

1. size – 

2. rainfall  - 

3. animals – 

A. Amazon Indians

1. population – 

2. challenges to natives – 

***Brazil’s Quest for Economic Growth***

Extremes – 

I. Economic Challenges

1. urban problems – 

2. agriculture conditions – 

II. Government Policies

1. two major aims – 

A. Economic Activities

1. first industry – 

2. manufacturing – 

B. Patterns of Settlement

1. Brasilia – 

2. represents another movement – 

3. 1970 – 1985 – 

III. Economic Growth

1. Industry – 

2. one major step – 

3. other developments – 

IV. Environmental Change

1. unintended effects – 

A, Challenges and Opportunities

1. Amazon development surprises – 

B. New Effects

1. threats – 

2. avoid –

3. ecotourism – 

Chapter 13 – Countries of South America

***The Northern Tropics***

1. The Guiana’s (name countries) – 

2. official languages – 

A. Effects of Migration

1. ethnic composition – 

2. two major ethnic groups – 

3. Suriname – 
4. ethnicity of French Guiana – 

B. Economic Activities

1. primary economic activities – 

II. Venezuela

1. population –

2. GNP – 
3. culture – 

A. The Andean Highlands

1. describe physical features – 

B. Waterfalls and Grasslands

1. highest waterfall – 

2. llanos- 

C. Elevation and Climate

1. different climates –

D. An Oil Rich Region

1. four large beds – 

III. Colombia

1. population – 

A. Physical Characteristics

1. 3 distinct regions – 

B. A Single Crop

1. major crop – 

C. The Drug Trade


1.two other products- 

D. Cooperation and Conflict

1. political history- 

***The Andean Countries***

1. 4 countries – 

I> Physical Characteristics

1. length of Andes – 
A. Coastal Plains

1. narrow plain – 

2. Atacama Desert 

B. Highlands

1. high plateau height – 

2. timber line – 

C. Tropical Forest

1. contrasts – 

II. People and their Environment

1. why the Andes – 

A. Economic Activities

1. vertical trade – 

B. Physical Effects

1. Native Americans – 

III. Ecuador

1. language – 

2. population 

3. oil – 

IV.  Peru

1. 45 percent – 

2. ruins – 

3. poverty  - 

4. 1995 –.
V. Bolivia

1. landlocked – .
2. natural resources – 

3. farm crops – 

4. climate – 

VI. Chile

1. means – 

2. length/width – 

3. population – 

4. Central Valley – 

***The Southern Grassland Countries***

1. 3 nations – 

I. Physical Characteristics

A. Great Rivers

1. four rivers – 

B. Andean Region

1. Mt. Aconcagua – 

C. Tropical Lowlands

1. Gran Chaco – 

D. Grasslands

1. pampas – 

2. gauchos – 

E. Patagonia

1. used for – 

II. Paraguay

1. live where  - 
2. languages – 

3. economy – 

4. political  - 

III. Uruguay

1. means – 

2. economic activities – 

3. descent – 

4. unstable history – 

IV. Argentina

1. population – 

2. per capita GNP – 
A, Urbanization

1. describe Buenos Ares – 

B. Political History

1. military dictators –.
2. conditions under military rules – 

3. 1982 – 

4. 1999 –

