 RESEARCH PAPER

TASK

· You will write a five to seven page researched essay about the history of an important international issue.

· It’s a bit of expository and a bit of persuasive.
YIKES!  How do I get started:

· Choose a topic  - make sure its broad enough so that you have plenty of material. 

· Develop a thesis statement.
· Include the following (aka subheadings) - history, events that occurred in your topic area, what is US foreign policy concerning your issue and finally, is US policy working?  

· Research, research.  It takes about 2 pages of notes or 30 note cards for one page of your final product. Better to have too much info than not enough.  Cite your sources as you research.  This way if you need to revisit the book, site, etc, you have the information.  How you take notes is up to you.

· Work an outline or graphic organizer to get your material organized into the 4 headings above. (see samples)

· Write your first (OF SEVERAL) drafts. 

· Have someone proof it…preferably several some ones.  I will be happy to read papers but don’t wait until the day before its due!!!!  (Hint: if you aren’t a strong writer, this becomes REALLY IMPORTANT!)

· Go back and look at thesis statement.  In light of your research, is your statement correct?  If not, why not and elaborate in your closing paragraphs.

· Proof one final time – READ IT ALOUD to yourself.  Go into the bedroom and close the door.  No one will think you are crazy!

· Write your final copy.

General Info and Tips:
· Yes, you have to do this, but if you check and recheck your steps, life will be good.

· Class time to work on this will be limited – couple to three days a month.  Plan ahead.

· Use a mix of sources – should have at least 5-7 sources AND NO, Wikipedia doesn’t count!

· Make sure you DON’T PLAGARIZE ANYTHING.  Even a fragment copied counts and it’s an automatic zero if you plagiarize (p. 23 of student handbook)! Standard deduction for failure to PROPERLY use in text citations per English Department Guidelines – 15% of overall paper grade.
· Follow MLA format for preparing the paper.

· If you don’t know how to cite sources for your works cited page, visit http://www.calvin.edu/library/knightcite/.  Choose your source and MLA style.

· You must also have in text citations! Don’t know how to cite in text?  Write Source is now your new best friend.  Ms. Kelso has a couple of copies. I WOULD RATHER YOU OVER CITE THAN UNDER CITE til you get the hang of it. You can also look at http://www.thewritesource.com/ for more info. Make sure all sources are cited in accordance with MLA format rules as well as EHS English Department Guidelines. NO OTHER GUIDELINES FOR CITATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED

· NO TITLE PAGE AND WORKS CITED PAGES DO NOT COUNT IN YOUR OVERALL TOTAL!!

· Don’t wait til the last minute to do this….you will EPIC FAIL!
· BACK UP important material.  Use a jump drive, email yourself etc.  My printer was out of ink, my hard drive crashed…all not accepted reasons for it being late (see due date).

· Late work policy – 10% off each day it’s late.

· This is FORMAL WRITING…slang, abbreviations and other deviations from formal writing will result in points loss.  Make sure that you leave out ALL PERSONAL PROUNONS until the last part, and even then, use sparingly.

· Due Dates:

· Research Notes due: ______________________

· Outline due:_______________________ (use outline form provided)

DATE DUE  - printed on updated course schedule.  Due at beginning of the hour! Dead or in hospital rule in force for this!

NAME_____________________________HOUR_______________DATE SUBMITTED__________________
RUBRIC FOR RESEARCH PAPER

	TASK
	ASSESSMENT
	COMMENTS
	SCORE

	FINAL PAPER
Ideas and Content—Introduction

--contains a strong, specific thesis that is not too broad or confusing

--has an engaging capture sentence

--successfully introduces topic


Ideas and Content--Body

--Necessary definitions and content are included

--Lacks the necessary amount of content  (Examples, Explanation)

--Direct quotes are used

--Quoting is done properly

--Paraphrasing is used


Organization
--Body paragraphs have clear main ideas/subtopics
--Transitions are included

--Sentence order is logical


Word Choice 

--engaging and adds to the paper 

--does not detract or distract the reader


Conventions and Fluency

--Paper is free of distracting errors

--Contains many errors distract the reader (commas, apostrophes, spelling, fragments, other)


Ideas and Content—Conclusion

--Paper has clear conclusion

--Summarizes main topics covered in paper


	Excellent
Above Avg

Average

Below Avg

Excellent
Above Avg

Average

Below Avg

Excellent
Above Avg

Average

Below Avg

Excellent
Above Avg

Average

Below Avg

Excellent
Above Avg

Average

Below Avg

Excellent
Above Avg

Average

Below Avg
	
	/15

   /50

/10

/10

/10

/10

	IN TEXT CITATIONS
--included   NO

--properly done   NO

--are done when necessary

      --too many citations

      --not enough citations


	Excellent

Above Avg

Average

Below Avg

Not Applicable


	
	/25

	WORKS CITED

--is entitled works cited     NO

--is in alphabetical order    NO

--is properly formatted      NO

--includes necessary content   NO

--has a minimum of four reliable and credible sources               NO

--sources listed are cited NO
	Excellent
Above Avg

Average

Below Avg
Not Applicable
	
	/25

	OTHER ITEMS

-- 
	Excellent
Above Avg

Average

Below Avg
Not Applicable
	
	/5


Total Points………………………………………………………………….______/160
