Name:___________________

Date and Hour:_____________

Newsweek: The Post Imperial Presidency

Read the article on pp. 35 – 40 and answer the questions as you read.  You do NOT need to answer in complete sentences unless you are asked to EXPLAIN your answer!

Part I -  Whole Class

Review the following ideas from government:

a. stewardship theory of the presidency – 

b. imperial view of the presidency – 

Review map skills:


a. where exactly is Afghanistan? -

Part II – Questions.

1. Based on the headlines, what do you think this article is about?

2. “I have determined that it is in our vital national interest to send 30,000 troops to Afghanistan.”  The author says that this shows “tension in Barack Obama’s (foreign ) policy.”  EXPLAIN this tension.

3. What kind of IR school of though does Barack Obama seem to follow, according to the author.  Who does the author compare Obama to and what characteristics do they share?

4. How did Walter Lippman define foreign policy in 1943?  How was Obama subtly agreeing with Lippmann?

5. In quoting Eisenhower, what point did Obama make regarding balance in foreign policy?

6. Obama also pointed out that military might is but one aspect of foreign policy. He mentions two other areas that allow America to play a world role.  Name these two things.

7. According to the author, Obama seems intent on “attempting something quite ambitious.”  What is it and give examples of this change.

8. How does the author use Vietnam as an example of “more targeted and focused foreign policy with an expansion of war….”

9. In the last paragraph on p. 30, the author has one final point from Vietnam for Obama to remember.  What is it?  Do you agree or disagree and why?  EXPLAIN!

10. What does the author predict for Afghanistan in 2011. Be specifc!!!

11. How does Obama practice what theologian Rienhold Niebur has stated in theory?

12. Can foreign policy have a moral component to it (ie get involved because it’s the right thing to do?)  EXPLAIN!

