
Board Briefs
An informal report from Eudora Board of Education regular meetings

May 2018

The following are highlights of discussion and 
action from the board meeting on May 10, 2018.

CONSENT ITEMS. All items listed on the agenda were 
approved without discussion.

STUDENT RECOGNITION. Activities director Cara 
Kimberlin invited coaches and sponsors to introduce 
outstanding student participants from spring. Band director 
Damian Johnson began by introducing band members 
following state contest performances. Damian thanked the 
administration for supporting overnight travel in advance of 
the contest in Larned. Next, choral director Ashley Coffman 
introduced vocalists who performed at state contest. 
 Julie Splichal and Barbie Hartwell introduced members 
of the Science Olympiad teams from Eudora High School 
and Eudora Middle School. The high school team competed 
at state and finished second in their division, and the middle 
school team brought home a third place trophy. Next, 
Theresa Abel introduced the Scholars’ Bowl team, which 
qualified for the state tournament for only the fifth time in 
Eudora history. The team finished fifth in the state in their 
division. 
 Heather Adams introduced members of the Eudora 
Middle School FBLA, who competed on the state level. 
Angie Brown then introduced the high school FBLA 
program and introduced two leaders from the high school 
team who were elected to serve as state officers and will 
compete in Baltimore this summer. Cara finished by sharing 
results from the Eudora Middle School track team, which 
won each meet of the season, and previewed the postseason 
athletics for EHS.

PUBLIC COMMENT. Community member John Dines 
shared Stop the Bleed, a national campaign to help prevent 
student fatalities due to blood loss in accidents and 
emergencies. 

EUDORA MIDDLE SCHOOL REPORT. Shannon Hayden, 
assistant principal, began with an overview of the work to 
provide a smooth transition for fifth graders as they prepare 
for middle school, as well as efforts to ease the academic 
and social transitions for eighth graders preparing for high 
school. Next, Principal Jeremy Thomas shared the beginning 
of the Watch D.O.G.S. program that was started at EMS this 
spring. Both families and employees have provided positive 
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feedback on the way the program works at the middle school. 
He updated the board on progress and plans for building the 
outdoor fitness center.  
 Next, Shannon Hayden provided data on student 
experience at EMS, including such issues as discipline, 
respect and relationships with teachers and principals. 
Jeremy concluded by sharing how the class schedule will 
work next year, including electives and options. A copy of 
this report is available on BoardDocs.

SUPERINTENDENT REPORT. Steve Splichal began with 
a brief legislative update, including information about the 
progress on a Constitutional school finance bill. The timing 
of the Supreme Court review will likely delay the budget 
process for the school district, as in the past few years. Next, 
he reported on progress for a district wellness plan, including 
work to explore various options for employee programs. He 
reviewed review of Applauding Excellence, where retirees 
and other staff honorees were recognized. He concluded 
by introducing Amanda Brunkow, who has started in the 
position of board clerk.

CLIMATE SURVEY. Rick Nobles of Patron Insight 
reviewed results from the district’s climate survey, 
which was administered by Patron Insight in March. He 
reviewed employee feedback on workplace climate, open 
communication, positive leadership and professional growth, 
as well as a range of district strategic goals. The full report of 
aggregate results is available on BoardDocs. 

EES PRINCIPAL. Following executive session, the board 
voted to employ Susan Tinich as the next Eudora Elementary 
School principal. She was selected following a thorough 
feedback and interview process that involved EES employees 
and families. Susan will assume her new role this summer, 
but a meet-and-greet is scheduled for Monday afternoon. 
More information is available at www.eudoraschools.org.


